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1. Title 

Library Advisory Committee 

Academic Year 2025-26 Summary Report 

2. Summary of Meetings 

The Library Advisory Committee met twice during the 2025-2026 academic year; once in 
Fall 2025 semester (December 16, 2025) and once in Spring 2026 semester (March 31, 
2026). Each meeting lasted approximately 1 hour. 

3. Summary of Issues and/or Topics Addressed 

Topics discussed during meetings included: 

• Development update 
o $140,499 received in grants, proposals submitted for $2,530,000, 175 

unique donors to library funds in 2025 
o Day of Giving 

 2025: resulted in $5,842 raised and 345 gifts, the number of gifts 
increased 19% from the previous year and 43% more was raised 
than in 2024 

 2026: $25,652 raised with 133 gifts from 115 individual donors, 
the total raised was a 339.1% increase from 2025 

• Building update 
o 4th floor reopened to the public in August 2025, bringing the amount of 

public seating to 3,050 
o Significant increases in occupancy and gate counts followed the reopening 

of the 4th floor, with the daily building gate count averaging 15,474 in 
September 2025, which is a 104% increase from the pre-renovation 
September 2019, and the noon occupancy rate in September 2025 of 
2,117, which is more than an 80% increase in noon occupancy from 
September 2019  

• Academic Engagement (AE) division update 
o Launched new librarian team model with all 65 academic departments 

now having a dedicated AE librarian, each college now has a College 
Primary librarian 

o AE sponsored 275 outreach events in 2024-2025 with $13,857 
participating, representing a 67% increase from 2023-2024 



o AE librarians conducted 604 course-based instruction sessions and held 
623 individual research consultations, reaching a total of 22,851; this is a 
28% increase from 2023-2024 

o Launched a new communication tool called LibConnect for faculty 
outreach, which has 2,537 subscribers and has delivered 4,309 emails, 
delivered emails had an open rate of 66.7% 

• Budget and planning 
o Hitt Library is not on the new Master Plan for 2025-2035 
o ARC funding and renovation surplus has been transferred to the Student 

Union renovation 
o Collections and ARC are featured in the Capital Campaign 
o Improvements to 2nd floor of Hitt library are planned 
o Budget inflation for the collection is requested to be funded in FY27 

• Library Collections update 
o New collection materials including 25 Adam Matthew Primary Source 

Collections; 4,000 Taylor & Francis eBooks; the Richard K. Miller 
collection of technology, business, and engineering eBooks; new science 
journals and eBooks 

o Library’s electronic resources are heavily used, with EBSCO having 
1,011,579 downloads 

o Library’s collection is being used for Leganto to connect students with 
course materials, since launching in May 2024, 13,128 students have 
accessed Leganto, and Leganto has been integrated into 2,783 webcourses 
 In 2025, 176 articles, 725 eBooks, 69 streaming videos, and 1,623 

print books were used in webcourses  
 So far in 2026, 33 articles, 20 streaming videos, 630 ebooks, and 

762 print books are being used in webcourses 
o UCF authors collection is located online and in the 4th floor reading room, 

and the Knight Reads Collection (which includes popular fiction and non-
fiction and young adult books) has relocated to the 2nd floor of the Hitt 
Library near the Student Union facing entrance 

o Opportunities for Faculty volunteers…. 
• Special Collections & University Archives (SCUA) 

o David Benjamin, Head of SCUA, bought a selection of materials from 
SCUA to show to the committee members at the March 31st meeting, 
collections highlighted included the Book Arts, Floridiana, the Space 
Program, Travel & Tourism, and University Archives 

  

4. Recommendations/Outcomes 



Committee members asked questions and discussed the topics listed. The committee did 
not draft, nor vote on, any resolutions. 
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